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“Trie et bl o e whio balie i me deasty of Meir drddms” — Eleanor Boosevell.

Lately. while ressarching for my wew boak. my thaughes have Seen reeolving eround dreams and
huw they bring meamng to b and travel, WikdTunket has come a long way towards turning deeams
int realitne, Wiih thiz inomind, watse come up wal® U fheme For thes Fall 2003 ssue: Dream Trips,
Frarar=(x dorirn disdratinna Fom arcunid The: wazeld, thie ssae promises B keing oo Throesyph wast
wilderriess ansi g culiurally-rich enclives dsal hoslog Eurspein eties.

Wtk 2 cover feeture an Austrafa’s Norhern Terdiney (pl 2], we'll umrave] the
wildlife and Abonginal herttage hodden eoder the sands of e Bed Center
Wi'll also bring you o the and of Bedouzs with var 18-page Jordan gmde
Ipe 1 amd the fetnal selisyg of e Blockbustor Ly of s inthe: Sxsth Indhan
il o Pachabaerry [pAil). Then Feael o calsary il in Mad=ad (54l

ami storses of hospltaley in Deogladesh {poz).

A5l vou can find mwoce siooies and previoms lsaees on
wildjunkeimagazize com. This issue can alsa be accessed oo your PC. (Pad,
Aedeaid o any ather sobile device.

e Jeese 1o lesar Barn pou! Shiee what vou think absur due laress Ssug with
us o Twiiner, Fecebook, or emall o i contactsnwildjen ket coam.
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ith an infectious energy in thve atr, the crowd pulses forward and ot
back with the tug-of-war combatants on Taumadhi Square in
Bhaktapur, Mepal. When the main togging object - the wooden
charbat — nnexpectedly lurches, spectators fump oat of its path
onto the three-foot high platform where T stand. Tn the chaos, T

arn thruet s the edge and 1 topple aver the gde isto the ses af peaple.

[ have Gllen, hiterally and fgurstively, faor this eountry so stesped in religion and
cultural traditions that neither of ils superpower neighbors — China amd India - can
cvershadowe Fascinated by the nnique castoms, fond, and In.ng;u.n.ge of tts 300 or so
ethmic groups, Tam drown here each year like a junkie in search of a fix,

This vear | have come (o attend Bisket Jatra, the Mepali Mew Year celebeation that
draws thousands bo Bhakiapae, an ancient towm in te eastern edge of the Eathmandu
Valley. As the most celebrated festival of the year, Bisket Jatra is commemorated
through a series of ceremonies, processions and temple offerings, which go on for nine
days. Today is the first and arguably most important day of the event, 23 contingents |
froms diferent parts of town meet in the center for & symbolic batile, F-F

Barlder that day, the figore of Bhalray, & fierce manlifestation of the god Shhe, had
been paraded around town and ceremondally tied to the prow of the iconic duriot. | %
Throughout the afternaon, warshippers made offirings to the jdol as warkers painted © " #
finlshing towches om the charlot's giant wooden wheels and draped its pagoda roof
with red and gold silk. Thousands of Nepalis slosely streamed intn the square, forming [
nmﬂmﬂ:‘ﬂtﬁﬁﬂﬂ]ﬂiﬁmqﬂnﬂnl‘ﬂ@qﬁﬁm ;

Mew that the suns is setling, every square inch of Taumsdhi Square is covered with
gpeciubors, as are the surrounding rooftops, baleonies, and temple stepa. From whers "_‘-
I'm standing, T see thick hemp ropes unfurling from both ends of the chariot. A mar
rises from the crowd as competitors grab hald. Veins pop on brawny arms and sweat =~ %
beads on foreheads as contestants pall with all thelr might, knowing that & win earna
thielr district the gods favor during the ensuing year

When the crowd careens in my direction, I lose moy balance and fall off the platiorm |
inito a tangle of bodies. A dozen helpfol men kindly pide me up and send me, hand over ©
harul, to safety From the fr distance, I cannat ses which side wins but it oo longes
matters tn me. In the midst of a1l these exaberant Mepalis, 1 find noyself cheering and
rejolcing — ot just for the togging competitors, but alse for this conntry and s &
arnawing peaple wha bave completely caplivated my heari. ‘WS
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