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The making of a roller derby irl

Start with sugar
and spice, add skating
skills, stir in a pinch
of punk, shake it up
with attitude, and
pour out the fun.

By BAREARA AMN WEIBEL
Herarm C T
am: and & roll might mean Soathern Bospitaliy oo
soene, but for Jemmifer Huber, the terms might as
will be blood 2nd gues.

By day a respected corparate executive, at night
the 39-year-old public relatioss expen dons nes
seockings. shoet skin, belmet and quad skates and
heads for the rink to practice bliocks with her noller
desby team, the Brademiucky Bombers

Heaber is no stranger 1o agpressive spoets, having
played field hockey and bevomball in college, but at
the time sihe became intereted in roller derby, she
hadn't skated in moee tham 20 vears. In 27 she
attended a Rollergirls bout im Tallzhassee, where she
was [Eving at the lime.

Huber was j]ﬁlﬂ.“l.::l' booled. PO PROVIDED BY BCH

She hlogged about the expesience: *I wrote that | MLICESC AR
was too o3d to skate et they reached owt 10 me and
said they had skaters of all ages and levels.” Unforta- mw*:ﬂmﬂ
n:ald'!-'.ﬂ'lfl:rlj.ﬂ-g '-'ﬁ.s-ﬂ'l:q‘:.l.ll[“r‘ig!]l. Hutfr Was -lﬂ*mu
comiemplaling 2 career change and knew she might 5 5 Busdontuchy Besibec
soon be leaving the area, so she dedlimed the offer. :

Fast-foowand ro 2008, when Huber's former huas-




s had unexpectedly at age 43, The devasizting
news wizs the push she needed ro fmally mry out fora
rofler derby teams.

“1 abways realized lifle is short. bt since his death
've made a conscious effort to make the most of each
moment,” she said “Whether or not 1 made the
league. at least I'd know | had tried.”

Soon alter relocating to Southwest Florida to accept
the position of public relations manager for the
Charlotte Harboe & the Gulf Islands Visitor's Bureau,
she began showing up for practice sessions with the
Bradentucky Beenbers Roller Derby Team in Braden-
toeL

Learming the sport from scrasch was 2 daunting
prospect. While all-fernale Bat-track roller derby may
at first seem like 2 bunch of women dressed in campy
oaatfits skating aroand 2 rink and bashing imto one
another, there is actually structure o whsat happens
om the Boor.

The gual is for the jammer, who starts out behind
the others, 1o break through the pack of skaters, lap
and pass all ber opponents, scoring one point for
every opponent she passes. Skaters on boch sides
atbermpt 1o kmock their oppoments down, either to
create a bode for the jammer vo get through o 1o
block her from passing. The effect is a raucous.
kmockdown, dragoat free-foc-all, with elibows and
kmees sarking out and skaters fying in all drectiors
zs they are kmocked off their feet.

After juzst two months of practice. Haber made the
team and was told to peepare for ber first bout.

I was texrified, but emce 1 got going. it was a thrill
1o bear people cheer me on,” she said

Asidle from the roar of the fans, she Ekes the
escapisn provided by the sport.

“Omn the rack. 'm mot a PR manager, 1'm Yanlkee
Tripper.” she poimted oul.

Indeed, the abiity to escape inbo an alter ego & one
of the main artractions for participants. Wild owtfits
and skaver mames like Yakura Gird and Soow Wipe-
You-Dut perposely hide the Eact that derby gueens
circling the track are normal. everyday teachers,
nurses and graphic desagmers.

Whai doesn’t Huber doesnt like about mller derby?

The misconception that it's not really a spost

“Bumps, bruises, scrapes and, unforbanately, the
beeaks, are very enuch peal,” she imsisted.

And then there's the 100-mile round trip comymute
fiar peactices and bouts; she's definitely not keen on
that. But who knows, maybe someday there will be a
bocal roller derby beam.

Are you listening, Port Charlome?

Anyooe interested in skating is
weloome to anend a team
Boanbers practice 2t Flocida

league
Gigls are always full of action.
The 2010 schedule is still being
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