UNDERSTANDING THE POWER OF THE BLOGOSPHERE

There have been a number of studies aimed at understanding the size of the Blogosphere, yielding disparate estimates of both the number of blogs and blog readership. All studies agree, however, that blogs are a global phenomenon that has hit the mainstream. Technorati.com, the Internet’s original blog index, has been producing an annual “State of the Blogosphere Report” since 2004, attempting to unearth and analyze the trends and themes of blogging. Their 2008 study surveyed a random sample from more than 1.2 million bloggers, with the goal of delivering even deeper insights into blogging. The following are just a few highlights from that study:

· As the Blogosphere grows in size and influence, the lines between what is a blog and what is a mainstream media site become less clear. Larger blogs are taking on more characteristics of mainstream sites and mainstream sites are incorporating styles and formats from the Blogosphere. In fact, 95% of the top 100 US newspapers have reporter blogs.

· Bloggers have been at it an average of three years and are collectively creating close to one million posts every day. Blogs have representation in top 10 web site lists across all key categories, and have become integral to the media ecosystem.

· Blogs annually receive 77.7 million unique visitors in the U.S. alone (source comScore MediaMetrix - August 2008)

· 77% of active Internet users read blogs (source Universal McCann - March 2008)

· 37% of bloggers have been quoted in traditional media based on a blog post. Half of bloggers believe that blogs will be a primary source for news and entertainment in the next five years. Bloggers are less bullish on the prospects for traditional media — one in five bloggers don't think that newspapers will survive the next ten years.

· Bloggers are not a homogenous group but they are an educated and affluent one. In the U.S., 74% are college graduates and 42% have attended graduate school. They skew male (57%) and more than half have a household income over $75,000. Surprisingly, 58% are over the age of 35.*

